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Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order):  
Ama Oforiwaa Aduonum choreographed a dance for the School of  Theatre and 
Dance’s production of Bocón!  She was also a guest scholar at The University of  Iowa 
where she presented four talks and a performance workshop of  her play, Walking With 
My Ancestors.  The titles of  the talks were "Character Portrayals’:  An Experiential 
Approach to Teaching Black History and Music” (Music Education Methods Class);  
“Can Spaces Speak and Sing? The Uses of  Historiopoiesis, Embodiment, and 
Memory in the Ethnomusicological Research of  African Slave Dungeons” 
(Ethnomusicology Colloquium); "Speaking to the World’: An Experiential Approach 
to the Politics, Poetics, and Music of  Enslaved Africans" (African American Studies); 
“Slave Dungeons to #BlackLivesMatter: Protest Performance, Memory, and 
the Genealogy of  a Movement” (World Music Class).  
Allison Alcorn and the Honors section of  IDS 121 (Texts and Contexts: Music) 
closed off  a semester of  Skype sessions with Anna-Lise Santella, editor in chief  of  
Oxford University Press' Grove Dictionaries.  Earlier in the month, composer Abbie 
Bettinis visited ISU and spoke with MUS 452 students about creativity in the current 
economic climate and with MUS 396 about music publishing.  Many thanks to 
graduate voice student Landon Westerfield and a Friends of  the Arts grant for making 
that visit possible.  Allison is presenting a session on inductive and deductive learning 
at a mini-conference in pedagogy at Illinois Wesleyan University May 3 and is looking 
forward to the conference of  the American Musical Instrument Society later in May 
at the National Music Museum. 
Glenn Block reports that the ISU Symphony concluded its 2015-2016 season with 
its final concert under the direction of  guest conductor Maestro Guillermo Scarabino, 
Artistic Director of  the famed Teatro Colon in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The concert  
included music by Alberto Ginastera and Johannes Brahms, and was a celebration of  
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Important Dates: 
5/30 
Memorial Day (university 
closed) 
7/4 
July 4 Holiday (university 
closed) 
8/15 
New Faculty Orientation 
begins 
8/18 
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the 100th anniversary of  Ginastera's birth.  Dr. Block 
has continued his sabbatical travels with concerts in Ho 
Chi Min City, guest conducting the National Symphony 
of  Vietnam with professor emeritus Dr. Paul Borg as 
soloist, and teaching conducting at the National 
Conservatory of  Music. His sabbatical travels will 
conclude with two more international trips: a month in 
Italy from mid-May to mid-June, conducting the 
Metropolitan Orchestra of  Bari, and all of  July back to 
South America for concerts in Paraguay, Argentina, and 
Uruguay. He will have conducted on four continents 
during his semester-long sabbatical. 
David Collier had a very full month of  performing in 
April.  On April 4 he conducted the ISU Percussion 
Ensemble as part of  the RED NOTE New Music 
Festival. The Percussion Ensemble presented their spring 
concert on April 10 under the direction of  David and 
Ben Stiers.  David was timpanist with the Illinois 
Symphony on April 8 and 9 in two tremendous 
performances of  Symphony No. 4 by Gustav Mahler. 
His work with the ISO continued with education 
concerts on April 14 and 15 and the season finale on 
April 30 and May 1.  He also performed as timpanist 
with the Heartland Festival Orchestra on April 23 and 
will perform with the Peoria Symphony on May 7.  
Karyl Carlson reports that Concert Choir and 
Madrigals provided readings of  11 composition students 
original scores.  Karyl was also inducted into Sigma 
Alpha Iota as a Patroness Member.   
Geoffrey Duce performed all three Brahms Violin 
Sonatas at ISU and at Indiana University South Bend 
with violinist Jameson Cooper.  Later in the month 
Geoff  taught a masterclass and performed at 
Northeastern Illinois University. 
Tom Faux will be a guest banjo soloist on the Central 
Illinois Children's Chorus' 38th Annual Spring Concert 
on May 8.  
Amy Gilreath performed two concerts with the Illinois 
Symphony Orchestra that featured Symphony No. 4 by 
Gustav Mahler and Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition. 
She also gave a master class at the University of  Illinois. 
Her student Tristan Burgmann has been hired as an 
elementary music teacher in the Mascouta school 
system. Former student Aaron Washington has 
received an assistantship and will begin his M.M. in Jazz 
Studies at DePaul University. Former graduate student 
Ted Clark has received a fellowship to begin a DMA at 
The Ohio State University.  Congratulations to all! 
Mark Grizzard served as guest clinician for the 
Marmion Academy Men's Choir in Aurora, working 
with these young men on their choral repertoire and 
discussing the skills needed to continue music at the 
college level.  Commissioned arrangement premieres 
include a Hello Dolly! medley for the Apollo Chorus of  
Chicago, under the the direction of  Stephen Alltop, and 
pieces for Plainfield East High School, Westchester 
Middle School, and John L. Nash Middle School.  
Kevin Hart and Friends recently performed a "jazz 
sermon" at the UU Church of  Peoria for their Jazz  
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Glenn Block in Ho Chi Minh City with Professor Emeritus Paul 
Borg and former ISU piano student Manh Nguyen. 
Endowed scholarship winners from Concert Choir (L-R): Celeste 
Cler, MaryClaire Zurowski, Eric Masini, Morgan Melville, 
Macauley Allen, Rebecca Crumrine, and Destiny Pryztulski.   
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Sunday service.  His Vibe Tribe band that includes Tom 
Marko also had performances at Jazz UpFront and the 
Iron Post (mentioned in Downbeat magazine as a top 
jazz club).  Kevin also performed on piano in a sextet 
featuring Geof  Bradfield that toured 7 schools in the 
Galesburg area.  In addition to the Jazz in the Schools 
tour, the group also performed a concert of  Geof's 
original material at Knoxville High School. 
Bill Koehler and tablist Manpreet Bedi (Vandana Duo) 
gave an alternative styles workshop for area middle 
school and high school students on April 24.  Bill wrote a 
piece for the event, which was sponsored by the ISU 
String Project.  On May 14 Bill and Manpreet will be 
performing a concert of  original music at the 
Contemporary Arts Center of  Peoria. 
Kate Lewis reports that ISU alumna Katie Brown 
will be attending the Eastman School of  Music in the fall 
pursing a double master’s degree in Viola Performance 
and Education.  Kate also taught two classes at the 
Chicago Viola Festival at the beginning of  the April, 
with three ISU violists attending and performing in 
master classes for Jeffrey Irvine and Susan Dubois. 
Roy Magnuson's piece Bound was commissioned by 
Tomah High School in Wisconsin in honor of  a student 
who was tragically killed in a car crash. The piece will be 
premiered by members of  the high school music 
program on May 26 as part of  a memorial celebration.  
Leslie Manfredo served as an adjudicator for the 
IHSA High School Solo and Ensemble contest on 
March 5 at Normal Community High School.  She also 
judged high school choirs at IHSA High School Choral 
Contest at Olympia High School on April 15.   
Kim McCord was a guest lecturer at the University of  
Northern Colorado on Women in Jazz.  She also 
lectured at the University of  Illinois on inclusion of  
music students with disabilities in higher education.  The 
Metcalf  7th/8th Rock Band and Music Jam, Rock Band 
for Adults with Disabilities, performed in April, featuring 
ISU students Sidney Megeff, Anna Ramsey,  
Hannah Kehe, Jon Slowick, and Maryclaire 
Zurowski as soloists.  Kim also adjudicated middle and 
high school jazz bands and string orchestras at the 
University of  Northern Colorado Greeley Jazz Festival, 
which also celebrated the 40th anniversary of  the 
beginning of  the jazz studies program.  
Steve Parsons performed concerts with the Illinois 
Symphony, Peoria Symphony, and Heartland Festival 
Orchestras during the month of  April. 
Adriana Ransom performed a recital and gave a 
master class at the University of  Minnesota on April 3.  
The ISU String Project hosted two new opportunities for 
its participants this spring.  Families were invited to the 
first “String Project Night at the Symphony,” attending 
the Illinois Symphony Orchestra concert featuring Mike 
Block on April 29.  Also, the first of  four “Alternative 
Styles Workshops” was held on April 24, featuring Dr. 
Bill Koehler and Manpreet Bedi.  Twelve middle- and 
high-school string students attended the workshop, 
which introduced the students to complex rhythmic 
structure, modes, and improvisation.  Mike Block lead a 
session on pop styles on May 1, and two other guest 
artists teaching fiddle and jazz for strings will be coming 
later in May.  On April 28, preschool children who have 
been studying violin through the School of  Music/
Heartland Head Start partnership performed for 
classmates, teachers, parents, and administrators, led by 
Christiana Reader, Adriana, and music education 
student Hannah Kehe.  Funding from the Town of   
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Jon Slowick playing bass and singing with Music Jam.
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Normal Harmon Arts Grant and the Normal Rotary 
Club Mini Grant helped make the program possible. 
Martin Seggelke and ISU Bands happily report the 
successful completion of  our annual Jazz Festival, and 
Junior and Senior High School Concert Band Festivals. 
Martin also enjoyed several exciting guest conducting 
and adjudicating opportunities, including the Tri-
County Honor Band and at the Chicago International 
Music Festival.  Martin, Kristin Moroni, and Justin 
Vickers are recipients of  the 2016 ISU Impact Award. 
David Snyder performed with Lauren Hunt in a 
Peoria Symphony Orchestra concert on April 16 that 
included Bernstein’s Symphony No. 2.  Dr. Snyder also 
was guest conductor with the All-City Band in 
Springfield on April 12.  ISU alumni Christin 
Braswell, Abby Bentsen, Kingsley Keys and 
William Russell provided the students from their fine 
band programs. 
 
Justin Vickers recently submitted the manuscript for 
his forthcoming volume New Constructs in Britten Studies 
(The Boydell Press, Aldeburgh Studies in Music Series, 
Volume 11, 2016).  On May 10, Justin performs at The 
Newberry in Chicago on a lecture-recital with colleagues 
Christina Bashford (UIUC), Bill Brooks (Univ. of  York, 
UK), Gayle Sherwood Magee (UIUC), and Laurie 
Matheson (University of  Illinois Press).  He will sing 
American, British, and Canadian musical responses to 
World War I from 1916.  Vickers is thrilled to announce 
that the lecture-recital won the competitive American 
Musicological Society-Library of  Congress (AMS-LOC) 
Lecture Series and will be presented at the Library of  
Congress on May 17, 2017.  The AMS-LOC 
performance marks the fourth in a series of  five 
centennial retrospectives that Justin has performed 
nationally since 2014; each lecture-recital entirely 
distinct.  In 2018, Vickers concludes the series with 
repertoire commemorating the last months of  The 
Great War and the signing of  the 1918 Armistice.  This 
summer, in addition to editing proofs for his book, he 
looks forward to recording sessions at the Krannert 
Center for the Performing Arts, at Claire Beckman 
Theater on the campus of  Quinnipiac University, and at 
the Berkmann Auditorium on the campus of  the 
University of  Hartford.  
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Lauren Hunt and David Snyder with the PSO horn section.
Christiana Reader with preschool violinists.
May 2016
Michelle Vought, a two-time cancer survivor, 
performed at the ISU student-run Relay for Life 
Luminary Ceremony on Friday, April 22.  The event 
was organized by her music business student Sarah 
Siemer, who has accepted a position in Nashville with 
Titan Elements, Inc.  On Saturday April 23, Michelle 
was invited to sing the National Anthem for the 
Bloomington Edge football team at the Coliseum, after 
which she performed at the Prairie Fire Theatre Gala.  
Finally, make sure to catch Michelle singing the Star 
Spangled Banner at the Chicago Cubs game at Wrigley 
Field on May 8! 
Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
5/7	 CFA Commencement @ 7pm - BSC 
6/19	 DeMoulin Education Clinic - CH 
6/29	 ACDA ReTreat begins - CH/CPA  
6/27	 Concerts on the Quad @ 7pm - CH 
7/4	 Concerts on the Quad @ 7pm - CH 
7/10	 Jr. High Band Camp begins - CH/CPA 
7/11	 Concerts on the Quad @ 7pm - CH 
7/17	 MIO begins - CH, CPA, KRH 
7/18	 Concerts on the Quad @ 7pm - CH 
7/25	 Concerts on the Quad @ 7pm - CH 
8/1	 String Project Day Camp begins - CH 
8/15	 New Faculty Orientation begins - campus 
8/18	 Opening CFA and SOM meetings - UG, KRH 
8/21	 CFA Picnic @ 5pm - CVA plaza 
8/22	 First Day of  Classes 
8/29	 Jury Recognition Recital - 7:30pm - KRH 
9/5	 Labor Day
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Michelle Vought singing at the Relay for Life rally.
Upcoming Events and 
the University 
Calendar!   
All events scheduled through Peggy Dehaven in 
CE 225 will be listed on the University 
Calendar.  Please check your events for 
accuracy and let Peggy know if  corrections need 
to be made.  If  your event does not yet have a 
description included, send text to Peggy so that 
she may add it to your event announcement.   
Please congratulate the following students on 
being named Bone Scholars for the 2016 - 2017 
school year! 
Lauren Koszyk - Music and German 
Colby Spengler - Music Education 
These outstanding students are 2 of only 14  
Bone Scholars for next year.  Thanks to 
everyone who helped make this possible!
Grades, Grades, Grades! 
Please remember to have your spring 2016 grades 
submitted by noon on Tuesday, May 10.  More 
information here. 
